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ADVERTISEMENT ro rur READER, 

The favourable attention with which this Diſcourſe was 
heard, and the Opinion expreſſed of it by ſome of the moſt 
reſpectable Characters in the Univerſity, have raiſed it in 
the Eſteem of its Author, — Several private Friends have 
ſince frequently told him, that, as the Subject-Matter was 
eat this time” very ſeaſonable, they wiſhed it might appear 
in the world. — Under theſe Sanctions He ſends it forth; 
conſcious to himſelf that, in every thing He has ſaid, He is 
influenced only by a zealous regard for Science, an anxious 
love for Goſpel- truth, and ſincere wiſhes for Chriſtian” To- 
leration. | 


CoOLO'sSs. II. ; $24: 


. 


BEWARE LEST ANY MAN SPOIL YOU THROUGH PHILOSOPHY 
AND VAIN ,,DECEIT, AFTER THE TRADITIONS OF MEN, 
AFTER THE RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND NOT 
| AFTER CHRIST. 


AIN T Paul, it is known, wrote this Epiſtle, and the 
kJ Epiſtle to the Epheſians nearly at the ſame time. From 
the warmth of expreſſion ſimilar in both, and the energy 


He uſes in his caution to each Church, it ſeems that ſome 


opinions of a dangerous kind then prevailed; and that the 
generality of the Diſciples were liable to be drawn from the 


Faith by that falſe Philoſophy, and appearance of Argu- 


ment, which vain and ſelf-ſufficient minds are re of | in- 
trodueing . N | 


Both the Learning and Manners of the Aſiatic Cities 
about this period ſeem to have declined from that ſimplicity 
of thought, and ſoberneſs of mind which is only found 
amongſt a People as they are advancing to perfection. The 
Eaſtern Philoſophy, which affected to diſcover a Myſtery in 


the plaineſt numbers, and involved every thing in obſcure 
| AY as well as the Sophiſtry of Greece and Rome, ſo 


A F 


5 * 3 8 
much abounding with diſputation, had no doubt ſpread at 
| Epheſus where every thing oſtentatious and vain was pur- 
ſued. Tlie Jewiſh Zealots, we may preſume, oppoſed the 
Law of Moſes to the Goſpel, and applied againſt it objec- 
tions which ſprung from their different Sefts. The Phari- 
ſees would dwell particularly upon the obſervation of cer- 
tain Auſterities ; while the Sadducees would cavil at the 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and wiſh to leſſen thoſe facts 
and expreſſions on which this fundamental truth chiefly de- 


—pends. Saint Paul therefore ſtrenuouſly urges to the Chriſ- 


tian Converts, to adhere to the pure ſimplicity and plain. 
truths of the Goſpel in oppoſition to every New Opinion.— 
He blames the affected obſervance of Days, and the wor- : 
' ſhipping of Angels: He cautions againft that preſumptu- 
ous deſire of intruding into things which no man hath ſeen 
s vainly puffed up by fleſhly minds“. — He writes alſo to 
Timothy who had the care of the Church at Epheſus, and 
cenſures thoſe who in quibbling with words ſaid the Re- 
n is paſt already . 


: a the firſt 3 MY of 1 men inquiring after what is 
eſſential to their immediate peace and welfare, ſteadily pur- 
ſue ſuch fundamental truths as inforce their general duty. 
But it is a fact, too well aſcertained by experience, that 
when Learning becomes the amuſement of a people, the va- 


EE oy of * which are n ſent abroad, by vain and 
inju- 


* Cololl. ii. 16, &c. + 2 Tim, ii. 16, Sc. 
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injudicious Writers, contribute greatly to unſettle the minds 
of the multitude. Captivated only by novelty many are 
ſeduced from their former ſerious turn of thinking by every 
appearance of Argument, by flaſhes of Wit, by Philoſophy 
and vain Deceit, by Traditions of Men, and the Rudiments 
of the World.“ This is not confined to any particular 
time or people. Through each age of literature we may 
perceive that minute Diſquiſitions, fallacious Syſtems of 
Philoſophy, ſceptical Doubts, and a pointed turn of ſtyle, 
have always ſucceeded that pure and chaſte reaſoning, which 
is found while men are buſied with ſuch Inquiries as come 
within the limits of their capacity. This fact is at once, 
a ſufficient proof that our underſtanding is not able, of it- 
ſelf, to proceed beyond certain points; and that moſt ſub- 
je&ts have their reſpective limits at which they eſcape our 
b etorers 1 


The antient Philoſophy abounds, we know, with great 
variety of opinions, which would naturally ariſe, as well 
from the want of principles beyond the firſt truths of Reli- 
gion, as front that total indifference, which every Heathen 
State, ſhowed to morality independent of political N 


If we bring our views down to thoſe times in which 
Learning hath flouriſhed ſince Chriſtianity improved our 
pringiples, we ſhall find ſimilar errors POOR The Goſpel 

A2 of 


3 


of 13 hath not continued free and anpollated from party; 
from prejudice, or from bigotry : neither hath it, eſcaped 
thoſe falſe expoſitions, and far-fetched notions, which ſpring 
from fancy and conceit, and a deſire to adapt its doctrines 
to a . ſyſtem. 


At the time 2 the Reformation commenced, a warm 
zeal prevailed for the whole of Chriſtianity, as contained 
in the ſacred Writings only, and as freed from the gloſſes of 
ſuperſtition. This was ſucceeded (in our Nation eſpecially) 
by a violent enthuſiaſm, and miſtaken ardour in favour of 
ſome particular doctrines, which were judged to be eſſential 
parts of the Goſpel. Like all falſe opinions in Religion 
this gave an inlet to Immorality and Infidelity. By degrees, 
a rational inquiry took place into the moral duties, as well 
as the connection of the Goſpel with Natural Religion. 
During this period Our Kingdom ſtood unrivalled in its 
many judicious defences of Chriſtianity, and its happy Ex- 
Planations. As we advance nearer our own times, a more 
minute examination has ſucceeded; till at length ſome vain 
and ſelf-ſufficient Men have carried Conjecture into the 
. Goſpel, and by ſetting up their own judgment as a criterion 
of what is rational, have boldly expunged or explained away 
thoſe ſpecific doctrines, which the ſober Defenders of our 


Faith always held as the peculiar excellence, and the great 
comforts of Chriſtianity. 


Wben 


(5 ) 


When a Nation is convinced of the divine. authority of 


their Religion, it is their duty to protect and ſupport'it; 
and they who are ſelected for this great end. ought to en- 


gage in no inquiries which do not ultimately lead to the 


ſame. In this light A national eſtabliſhmentsfor Seminaries 


of uſeful learning, and religious education are highly ſer- 
viceable. .By keeping the proper objects conſtantly in view, 
all thoſe bold intruſive opinions which riſe like the Vapour | 


of the Evening, die away at the approach of Light; and 
when examined by the fair and candid teſt of Science and 


ſober Learning, are ſoon ſhown to have no ſubſtantial ex- 
iſtence.— If therefore from any accidental Cauſes,—an-in-. 
creaſe of wealth, — an extended commerce, — a change of. 
manners, —or the effects of diflipation,—a fondneſs for no- 
velty and caſuiſtry ſhould prevail in a Kingdom over a love 


of truth, it becomes the Guardians of its principles care- 
fully to watch its literary inveſtigations, and to examine 


fairly if any, by being miſunderſtood or perverted, may lead 


to Scepticiſm or Immorality,—Suffer, me then to inquire 


how far, in the preſent ſtate of Learning amongſt us, any 
Cauſes of Error now prevail (ſimilar to what are related by 
the Apoſtle in the Text) which may tend to leſſen the in- 


fluence of Religion, to weaken its Evidence, or n its 


DogrinGhl. 


1 he modes of. our 19 5 in 133 as hos 
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ae Religion, may be claſſed onder tlie three following 
a | 


— 4 philoſophical Mat of lth the whole of our 
prin into a ſyſtem of natural effects. 


nn A ſceptical deſire of aroving away the Phraſeo- 
logy of Scripture, when it ſeems to convey Doctrines above 


our comprehenſion, in order to reduce them to the level of 
our own een woe : 


— A growing Indifferetice for pions ſentiment nt 
nn under on facred. name 55 Toleration. 9 80 


5 a 
- 1 
5 T . 


To each of theſe tiers T wiſh to make ſome obler- 

vations. But-I would premiſe, the Remarks {in a ſingle Diſ- 

_ courſe of this kind) muſt be ſummary, and are deſigned ra- 

ther to awaken the Attention of my Hearers than asa full 
2 of the e 8 


4k; 42 firſts The progreſs which be n hath 
* amongſt us, within this Century is truly deſerving 


_ praiſe. The happy mode of proceeding by Experiment 
- (firſt brought forward by the mental vigour of this Nation) 
hath introduced many important Truths and expoſed many 


ange, Errors. The Advocates for this uſeful branch of 


Sci- 


BE 


Science till proceed with ardour and attention: and it is 


not ſurpriſing if we find many ſo warmly attached to a track 
of Knowledge (which, as far as it goes, carries ocular. proof 
with it) as to preſume that every part of the ſyſtem of this 
World may by degrees be unfolded in the ſame way:—and 
that they ſhould ſuſpect the hidden parts may have imme- 
diate and neceſſary connection with the general principles 
already eſtabliſhed. — By obſerving the variety of changes 
which Matter undergoes, and its very different effects, men 


have been prevailed upon to think that Matter 1s the only 5 
Subſtance in the World, and that every thing we experience 


may be derived from thence. Thus has the active Principle 
of the Soul been argued away. — Others, by remarking how 
regularly certain effects follow certain combinations of Mat- 
ter, have carried their alluſions ſo far as to render the Uni- 
verſe one ſingle machine, and to ſuppoſe every determina- 
tion of the will of Intelligent Beings as neceſſarily produced 
by the mechanical cauſes that ſurround them. Thus has 
every principle of Right and Wrong, of moral Goodneſs, 
and moral Government been in reality removed from our 
fight, and of courſe the neceſſity of all Law and Religion 
whatſoever. 
| It is the firſt mark of true Philoſophy to keep each ſub- 
ject within its juſt bounds; and to aflign to each operative 
cauſe 1 its diſtinct powers. Until therefore the eſſential pro- 
Perties 
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| 
q 
} 
q 


C1) a 
perties of matter are intirely aſcertained; as well what it 
Poſſeſſes, as what are neceſſarily repugnant to it; for us to 
carry our conjectures beyond the ſtrict ground of Fact; and 


for any of us to declare our full and decided opinion, that 


Thought is derived from Matter, betrays too much of that 


ä 1 to n ee wed 


n : 1 SY 
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The 46Arite of dino: within its preciſe limits, leads 
to aſſured and certain conſequences; yet it is not to be ad- 


mitted but in ſubjects where the properties, the mode of 


action, or deſign warrant the alluſion. To aſcertain the 


limits of God's works is confeſſedly above any one's capa- 


city. And it ſurely is not too great a conceſſion for any of 


us to make, that there may be ſubjects, intirely different in 


their nature, which Almighty Wiſdom may have created for 


different parts of the ſame ſyſtem ;—and that they may be 


4- 


| connected together in a manner which we cannot diſcern. 
It may alſo be allowed (without debaſing our underſtand- 


ing) that our knowledge of material cauſes is bounded with 


. our faculties; and that Science in them is totally different 


from other objects of inquiry. To preſume that a ſyſtem 
of matter alone prevails in the world, becauſe we are only 


able to trace by Experiment the operations of that one 
ſyſtem, is cutting ſhort all farther inquiry, and preſeribing 
| bounds to- Almighty: Power. The fact that only One does 


exiſt, 


dogmatical Arrogance which has ever been the ee im- 


alt 75 


„ 
exiſt, has never yet been made out ; for deductions from 
ſome certain experiments will not warrant fo general a con- 
eluſion: and particularly when ſome properties appear ſo 
totally different from the conſtant operations of others, that 


it ſeems illogical to ſuppoſe they can be the effects of the 
fame ſubſtance. 


A minute mind, buſied with remarking only the track of 
its own Experiments, or a vain preſuming perſon may ſtart 
a Paradox of this ſort, and reſt upon it as the Baſis of Sci- 


ence. But when we recollect ourſelves we ſhall not be we 


much difficulty in diſcovering the Error. We ſhall perceive 
either that the Terms of the Definition are changed arbitra- 
rily, and the whole Inquiry turns upon a Quibble; either 
that Properties in general have been aſſumed which are not 
warrantable, and the Queſtion in this caſe is wrong founded; 


or that the Analogy is incompleat. —It-is the Buſineſs of 
every one engaged in the ſupport of Religion to trace theſe 


arguments to the bottom, to expoſe their futility, and to 
check as much as poſſible the effects of thoſe poiſonous opi- 
nions which are ſo widely diffuſed over a neighbouring King- | 
dom. Advocates of high rank in Literature, we are ſorry 
.* to remark; have aimed to ſupport them; who by Wit and 


Imagination have'confounded the plain minds of unfuſpici- 


ous People. Yet theſe Writers, I affirm, have not that 
clearneſs of comprehenſion, that preciſion in their language, 
Þ f and 


7 
* — ,. „„ — AY 


(G19 ) 

and that cloſeneſs in their argument; which is only to be 
found in Minds that have early imbibed a chaſte mode of 
ompoſition from ancient Literature, and have afterwards 
been habituated to ſcientific Demonftration. For want of 
this we have Syſtems of various kinds in Philoſophy and Re- 
gion. We have minute Philoſophers who comprehend all 
knowledge and truth within the Circle of Experience; and 
we have fanciful Theoriſts in Religion, who would unlock 
its. Myſteries with the Key of Natural Knowledge and 


= Materialiſm.” 


u. What has aka. urged againſt 1 g away the 
doctrines of Religion by natural Cauſes, comes with re- 
doubled force againſt Thoſe who from their own judgment. 
and penetration preſume what ought. to be the counſels of, 


Almighty Wiſdom; who with. metaphyſical. ſubtilty define. 


the limits of perfect Juſtice, and the only. terms upon which, 
any Atonement could be accepted by the Creator. Amongſt. 
ſuch are to be numbered Men who- argue for Univerſal. 
Righteouſneſs, left the Almighty. ſhould be too ſevere in, 
puniſhing, iniquity: and who, from their own conceptions, 


think it a debaſement of the Son of God to deſcend from. 


Heaven: and that the mode of his divine exiſtence is alto- 
gether what they cannot comprehend. — To objections like 
theſe it might be ſufficient to ſay, that a My/ery is, in its. 


ns, W but that the term (Myfery) has; - 


been 


5 
. 


* 
been often uſed on improper occaſions, and given for an 
anſwer to palpable contradictions. Vet we may add, the 
word Myfeery i is only another name for ſuch parts of God $ 
Providence, as either are not diſcoverable by us, or not 


fully revealed. It will then be ſeen that to argue from the 


abſtract fitneſs or propriety of things as they appear to us, 
and apply our deductions to the hidden counſels of the Al- 
mighty is in itſelf futile, as well as preſumptuous. We uſe 
our Reaſoning, where it is impoſſible to judge, and we attempt 
to meaſure unfathomable depths. Arguments 4 priori even 
about the elements we converſe with, are in general not to 
be depended upon. The Neceſſity of a Southern Continent, 
we know, had been for a long time boldly aſſerted; but 
from our late diſcoveries on the Globe, It is now found to 
Rave exiſted only in the vain conceptions of Philoſophers. 
How much more are we liable to err when we preſume to 
cenſure or object to the Government of God, which is only 
in part revealed ; or idly allert what ought to be ah for 
Him to do? 


+ hath cleared up every doubt wich reſpect to 
the grand objects of Religion: and ſo far forth as we take 
Scripture for our guide in explaining the moral ſituation of 
man, we are ſure of our ground. But when we indulge 
Conjecture, we ſink into that Chaos of obſcurity in which 
are involved all thoſe ſyſtems of human Vanity that would 

1 3 2 from 
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( 1 ) 


from meer Reaſon account for the ways of the Almighty. 
Not ſatisfied with the aſſiſtance afforded us, or with the ad- 
vancement of knowledge which progreſſive experience may 
produce, we either precipitately ſolve the myſteries of Pro · 
vidence by. a bold Paradox; or, by a denial of all truth, fall 
into an indolent Sceptici iſm. 


by Next to this turn of philoſophical ſyſtem in 
; Religion, we remark a ſceptical deſire of arguing away 
the Phraſcology of. Scripture when it ſcems to convey Doc- 
trines aboye our. comprehenſion, i in order to reduce them to 
the level of our own opinions.” 


| Men, who 3 m F 3 for ARS fot out with a 5 

termination to underſtand every thing they inquire after, or- 
reject what they do not underſtand, are not apt to be the 
moſt candid in their inveſtigations. Too fond of their own: 
Abilities they wall torture a phraſe to render it conformable 

to their ſyſtem, or boldly determine it to be a ſpurious In- 
_ terpolation. In our Religious inquiries this temper is to be 
particularly guarded againſt; leſt while we aim at matters 
| above our comprehenſion, we reject thoſe truths which our 
ein is only: fitted. to. receive. 


| | Every thing 6 which is prophetic muſt from its. 
nature (till it is fulfilled) be above the clear deductions of 


Oux. 


( 13 5 
our + Welſh; Yet to rejett the prophetic parts of Seriptats | 
would be to leſſen the growing Evidence which perhaps 
may he neceſſary, in future ages, to confirm the faith of 
Believers, and to remove thoſe offences which the follies of 
men may raiſe againſt it: Or ſo far to argue away their 
hidden meaning as to reſolve all into Metaphor and Allu- 
fion, and reduce them to our minute comprehenſion of 
ſome Paſt events, is equally doing an injury to that general 
plan of Religion which in the wiſdom of Providence may 
yet remain to be compleated; —* Be of good cheer,” (ſaid 
Jeſus to his Apoſtles) ©1 have overcome the world.” If 
inſtead of truſting to this comfortable Aſſurance, they had, 
like ſome of the preſent Age, aimed critically to find out 
how, and in what manner Jeſus had overcome the world, 
and that his meaning could only be conquering the vio- 
lence of the Nations round about, or the Chief Priefts and 
Elders; how would they have found themſelves miſtaken 
when his Reſurrection informed them of the true purport 
of theſe-words? It is no unbecoming confidence for us to 
truſt in the promiſes revealed in Scripture, although we. 
cannot perceive how they are conveyed. — © Lo I am with 
you even' to the end of the world,” faith our Saviour. Is 
there one of us who can fix the full and comprehenſive 
meaning of this gracious promiſe; or who will preſame to 
fay that our Blefſed Lord will not aſſiſt his faithful Believers. 
but in _ a particular mode and degree? While we aim 
to; 


„ 0, 

tolay open the ſecret ways of the Almighty, the mode of his 
Exiſtence, the manner in which the Mediation of Chriſt may 
be applied, or the degrees of aſſi ſtance we:receive from divine 
Grace; if we depart from the words in Which they are reveal- 
ed, we loſe ſight of the objects we are in purſuit of, and are 
at once launched into the Ocean of Conjecture. The general 
doctrines of Scripture which are fully aſſerted; the plain line 
of Duty comprehended i in the whole: the poſitive aſſurances 
delivered. by Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, are to be received by 
every Chriſtian as of divine authority and command; al- 
though we cannot reduce them to our own. ee e 
We are not therefore to huild our Faith upon the rational 
deductions (as they are phraſed) of the whole Scheme of 
Chriſtianity; ; but on thoſe Promiſes of eternal reward, thoſe. 
Aſſurances which we meet with in every Page of the ſacred 
Writings that Jeſus died for the Sins of the whole World, 
roſe again for our Juſtification, and aſcended into Heaven 
to make Interceſſion for us at the Throne of Grace, —If i in- 
deed (as it is now ſaid) Chriſt died only in Teſtimony of the 5 
truth which He taught, yet we muſt ſtill look into the 
Doctrines He delivered to diſcover the Errand on which He 
was ſent. If Chriſt was but a Teacher of Righteouſneſs 
ſent from God, let us at leaſt give what He taught. its full 
and genuine meaning, But if Man's Redemption and the 
Mediation of our Lord are to be done away, it ſeemeth to 


mer ous 


have been uſeleſs that 1 ſo powerful, and ſo nu- 5 


1 | 
merous as to perſuade almoſt every unbiaſſed Reader; with 
reſpect to the truth of theſe doctrines, n have been i in 
any wiſe admitted into Seripture. . 


The rule by which every Writing ought to be judged 


ſhauld be uniformly adhered to, and we act unfairly if in 


one caſe we allow a latitude of Interpretation, and in the 
next page confine ourſelves to literal expreſſion. To ex- 
plain every part of the old and new Teſtament which re- 
ſpects our Saviour's Dignity and Character, by referring it 
to the Oriental phraſeology is a bold, but not a very deciſive 
plan to get at the true meaning: We ought to be certain 
if indeed the Eaſtern metaphor and alluſion is uniformly: 
adopted by the Apoſtles when they ſpeak of Jeſus; ſince 


they at other times ſeem to have wrote in a Style as ſimple 


* 


as the pureſt Greek Authors. Before we admit Arguments 


of this ſort, it is our immediate duty to ſearch again the 
ſources of knowledge which are ſo abundantly treaſured up. 
in this place, and to employ our leiſure in re-examining the 
ſacred Writings, and in collecting ſuch "Teſtimonies toge- 
ther as may furniſh us with an anſwer to the preſent warm 


Zealots for novelty, or may ſatisfy our conſciences 1 in the 


Truth of what they aſſert. However laudable our Inge- 
nuity may be when exerciſed for the promoting truths within: 
our knowledge, yet ſurely we think of ourſelves more highly- 
than we ought, when in n things which Angels deſire to look 


| into: 


(6) 
into we rejeft the ſpecific doctrines of God's Word, becauſe 
they do not level 9 in ry males of exiſtenes to 
our perceptions. 


Every real Philoſopher fees ſo much in the: commoneſt 
Objects above his power of inveſtigating,. that He readily 
. confeſſes. his utter incapacity to diſtinguiſnh thoroughly the 
nature and extent of God's Attributes; and the inviſible 
chings, which belong to the Almighty. But it is not from 
Inquirers, thus prepared, that Objections, like what Tal- 
lade to, ever ariſe. They, whoſe Minds have received only 
the firſt principles of Science, or have begun to diſcern the 
nature of abſtra& Argument, are the moſt liable to run 


into Errors of this kind: who miſtaking the point '6f In- 


quiry, ſeek for Demonſtration from the nature of the Sub- 
_ Jet; when they ſhould only aim to eſtabliſh the Truth of 
the Teſtimony. They ſeek to diſcuſs: the reaſons why the 
Almighty hath ſo far and no farther revealed his Will with- 
aut accepting the bleſſings beſtowed; They ſeem anxious 
to ſerutinize the glory of the Sun without gratefully Ar- 
quieſeing in his genial Influence. Such are all they who 
 canvals the nature of the Rewards of a future Life; — 
the place in which the glorified will receive their Bleſſings.— 
the neceſſity of final Righteouſneſs; — the beginning and 
the duration: of future Puniſhments: Of which and num- 
* other 3 it wu be ſatisfactory to a modeſt 


mind 


(#7 ) 


mind to fay; the Almighty has not vouchſafed us a fuller 

| Knowledge. But we may add from Experience that, after 
having in vain tried to penetrate theſe hidden parts of God's 
Providence, like Noah's Dove from the Ark, we return 
from whence we ſet out, and © find no Reſt for the ſole of 
our foot.” Did theſe” Inquiries employ only the idle Cu- 
riofity of undecided Minds, it were a Matter of trifling 
concern. But the misfortune is, that being induſtriouſly 
propagated, Men who have not learned to ſeparate fact from 
conjecture, when they find diſputes of this ſort carried on 
without conviction on either ſide, are apt to place them 
all to the cauſe of Religion, and reject the whole as having 
neither truth? nor mar 


- While we are thus pointing out the miſchiefs which may 
and do ariſe from the ill-turned, Curioſity of ſelf-ſufficient 
Minds, and the injuries which religious truth receives from 
philoſophic diſquiſitions, and minute Criticiſm wrongly ap- 
plied ; it would be a wilful perverſion of words to be under- 
ſtood as wiſhing to eſtabliſh antiquated error, or acquieſcing 
indolently i in the opinions of other men. But as the end of 
all inquiry is truth and conviction, and the brighteſt Genius 
can only inforce what comes within the limits of its capa- 
city, when we have arrived at the true Baſis upon which 
RON muſt remain, it then becomes our Duty to ſupport 

dC and 


though we cannot explain the mode of its influence. 
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and confirm what are the 2122 nen en 
principles of our Faith.” FMT? at 7 
In natural An "FM I ene We „ 
found One prevailing principle, we are not ating within 
the rules of philoſophy if we refuſe to admit the Law, al- 


Amongſt many ſubjects both in natural and moral inquiry 
beyond our powers to aſcertain, perhaps the Immateriality 


of the Soul may never be fully comprehended: yet are the 


arguments, I repeat, fo very ſtrong in its favour, as totally 
to diſeountenance the raſh affertion of a modern author al- 


luded to before, who ſeems to boaſt He is clearly convinced | 
of the contrary ®,— If therefore the ſubjects in which · we. 


Bye, and move, and have our Being,” clude our moſt inqui- 
_ fitive ſearch, can we be much ſurpriſed if we do not diſcern 
| the mode of divine cxiftence, or the feerets of God's: provi- 
- dence? Or if the divine favour is diſpenſed by means which | 


He reveals to ns, MPs we S4 not W eorN e 
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than they have been revealed, am Indifference for refigions 


ſentiment is growing up amongſt us, n Ul, Gele th 
heltered under the facred name of Toferation, . 
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The objections again Religion are of a different ſort 
from thoſe, which were canvaſſed in the laſt Century, and 
the beginning of the preſent; For the danger which ſeems 
to threaten the Goſpel, does not proceed from a ſullen bi- 
gotry to antiquated, doctrines, or an idle fondneſs for ill- 
| judged Ceremonies ; but rather from that intemperate deſire 
of improvement, which miſtakes novelty for truth, and in- 
diſcriminate cenſure for confutation. This carried on, and 
ſupported by vanity and ſarcaſtic fneer, by bold deductions, 
and not unfrequently by falſe quotations from Hiſtory, or 
even miſrepreſentations of the Goſpel itſelf, bids fair to 
{ct all our Opinions of things ſacred afloat again, and leave 
us only thoſe firſt principles of natural Religion which we 
find ſparingly ſcattered among the Heathen Moraliſts. 


The Toleration of various ſects of Chriſtianity is now an 
admitted Truth, and an eſtabliſhed Maxim in our Govern- 
ment. Yet it is the frequent topic of declamation with 
many of the preſent Refiners of our faith to complain of 
every attempt to withſtand their ſentiments, as perſonally 
aimed at them: to reſiſt their innovations is to check the 
growth. of godlineſs, and ta reſtrain religious Truth. They 
at leaſt be candid, and allow that the ſame integrity and 
uprightneſs may be exerciſed. (and alſo with as much A 
raliy) in the confirming Opinions, as in the canfuting them 
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and that a zeal in defence of Novelty, may as much preju- 


dice the mind againſt eſtabliſned opinions, as the moſt vio- 
lent bigotry for antient Superſtition may tend to reſtrain all 
future Improvement. But while the idea of perſecuting for 
opinions is now happily forgot, let not the Defenders of free 
inquiry cenſure the modeſt Supporters of eſtabliſhed doc- 
trines, as always acting through prejudice or ſelf-intereſt. 
To be declaiming againſt Perſecution which is never prac- 
tiſed, or oppoſing an Opinion which has no followers, be- 
trays a zeal of too acrimonious a nature to flow from a 
pure love of truth, or the benevolent principle of Chriſtian 
moderation. — If indeed by Toleration is meant (what one 
Writer * expreſlly affirms) an Indiference for Religion in 
general, whether it is Chriſtianity, or any other Code; we 
who believe the truth as it is in Jeſus, muſt ſay we are 
bound by that Belicf to reſtrain whatever diſavows its Di- 
vine authority. If we admit every Phantom of fpeculation 


under the name of Religion, what Julian aimed at in the 


extirpating Chriſtianity will ſoon appear— namely, a gene- 
ral diſregard of the whole. The popular argument is now 
confeſſed by two multifarious Writers +, who would allow 
a toleration of the moſt extenſive kind, even to the Diſbe- 
hevers of the Goſpel. But if truth and the divine authority 
of dur Religion, is in any degree concerned, this Popularity 
muſt be withſtood. Admitting the utmoſt candour in the 


Patrons of this opinion, Tow Ty the argument for this 


=Þ 


un- 


N Gibbons Mi pe 260. Vol. 2, Ed. 4 + Dr. Price and Dr, Prieſtley. * 
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unlimited Toleration is not juſtly ſtated, It is a different 


matter to prevent men from exerciſing their beſt judgment 
in order to underſtand the revealed will of God, and not to 


allow them a public worſhip contradictory to the Revelation 


itſelf. - The Religion of Jeſus manifeſtly excludes every 
other, and we muſt adhere to this excluſive principle if we 


_ aſſent to its divine Authority. — This poſition is capable of | 


being farther illuſtrated, and is neceſſary to fix preciſely our 


Judgment * the extent of Toleration in a Chriſtian | | 


State. 


17 


If we now draw our obſervations to a point it will ap- 
pear: — They who aim to mark the limits of knowledge, 


and the boundaries within which each branch of ſeience is 
confined, are doing an eſſential ſervice to the cauſe of Truth 


and Religion. They prevent much of that uncertainty and 
deluſion which diſturbs the minds of the People at large; 


who without ſuch aſſiſtance are ever learning and never 


able to come to the knowledge of the truth *. It will alſo 


appear, that in our religious inquiries (which we purſue for | 
the good purpoſe of explaining the Goſpel) to indulge con- 


jecture i in points not yet revealed, in order to accoungfor 


difficulties which ariſe from the nature of the doctrines 


themſelves, tends to unſettle the opinions of the world, and 
* to W Ow _ cg SPE muſt bis * 
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growing indifference. for religipue Sentiment, and of dah 
| at Tongs! in * ee - 


As there i 1s Anger We in tang dass af 
13 leſt we grow defultary in our purſuits, deſpiſo 
things clear and lang knawn,. and give way to P aradax, in 
cerder ta ſhew our Iugenulty; it is neceflary to be upon our 

guard againſt this diſpoſuion, when we are inquiring into 
moral truths, or auning ta explain the doctrines of Reve- 
lation Let me therefore impreſs upon your minds the 
e * concluſion, 


munity or Nation, deftroy by degrees the bonds by which 
cack is cannotted: and it is a Fact, that no State whatever, 
by buman wiſdom. recovered its original purity and vigaur. 
A canſhant recolleRicn of the All-feeing oye of God; a 
Pans confidence in the aſſiſtance of the Almighty ; a warm 
faith in the nepeſſity of our Redemption, and the certainty 
of. a Judgment ta eme, theſa, joined to a ſimplicity of 
Heart, which Chriftianity recommends, are the only Mo- | 
tives. which can awaken the iniguitous from his Riot, and 
recall thoſe wha have long ſat in the frat of the ſcornful. 
While we. ae therefore in this place directing Learning to 
its true point, we are at the fame time infoxcing the precepts 
of the Goſpel, and reviving in the hearts of a People far 
* 3.3 gone 


Tha e whith 1 in every Com- 
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gone in profligacy, the moſt * Motives of National 
ag | 


By fo doing we ſhall beſt anſwer the deſigns of our In- 
ſtitutions here, and the pious aim of our munificent Bene- 


factors, whole names we are now called upon gratefully to 
recite, 
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